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flights of intellect, caution followed as an escort;
for profound thought, and not inspiration, was the
origin of his schemes.

There   were   noticeable   differences   between   the
Kitchener who had left the Sudan for the Transvaal
in 1899 and the Kitchener who became His Majesty's
Agent and Consul  General  in   Egypt twelve  years
later.    The old simplicity of habit was gone,   and
replaced by a taste for display which dazzled Cairo,
accustomed to  the unpretentious  household  of his
predecessor, whose modest hospitality was eclipsed by
the  brilliant  entertainments which  the   new-comer
lavished   upon   society.     The   foreign   community
were  among   the  first  in  Egypt  to   react   to   the
change.    In place of covert sneers,  there was now
congratulation that aga}n an Englishman was at the
Agency who would rule by the  might of  his own
strong arm.   The rejoicing, perhaps, was premature;
but observant persons already had grounds for belief
that Lord Kitchener would be less interested in the
political aspirations of Egypt than in the material
prosperity of the country.   No great perspicacity was
required to make that diagnosis.    He had not been
many months in Cairo before he flung himself into
vast  projects of land reclamation :   schemes which
involved considerable capital expenditure with little
prospect of any return for many years.   The finding
of   the   money  required,   contrary   to   expectation,
became the least of his preoccupations.   In the past,
he had been notorious for his jealous watch over the
disposal of each piastre of the military budget.   That
parsimony was gone:  he thought now in millions of
pounds where formerly he had haggled over thousands*
The same spirit  pushed him to  undertake the re-
modelling  of part  of  Cairo,   constructing  spacious
thoroughfares and noble squares where had existed
narrow streets and insanitary slums,